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My education up to A levels was pretty traditional. I spent Years � to �� in an 
all-girls secondary school where everything in the uniform was green, cream, 
beige or black including hair bands and coats! For A levels, I changed to a 
similar school with a sixth form.

I worked out that I really wanted a career in design so I decided to take a 
vocational route doing a BTEC Diploma in Art and Design and a NCFE Level � 
Certificate in Creative Crafts.

I knew that I definitely wanted to go on to university and applied to University 
College Falmouth to do a Bachelor of Arts in Garden Design (Honours). I 
applied through UCAS, got asked to interview and was accepted on to the 
course almost purely on the portfolio that I had built up during my foundation 
year!

The best thing about my education so far is that I have been able to mix and 
match vocational and academic qualifications so that I could figure out what 
I really enjoy doing and I have had the best of both academic and vocational 
learning. I love my university course and am getting lots of practical experience 
working with a local garden designer who might even offer me a partnership 
when I graduate! I’m not sure yet whether I want to stay in Cornwall or move 
to Australia or New Zealand. I know that I’ve definitely made the right career 
choice for myself, and I love every minute of it so far!
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